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From the Executive Director

The Portland Japanese Garden had another 

highly successful year in 2008, celebrating our 

45th year with outstanding admission numbers, 

increased memberships, and many new events 

and programs to engage our community in the 

beauty of the Garden and Japanese culture. 

The Garden was proud to offer two anniversary 

events, a new series of museum-quality art 

exhibitions, festivals, and workshops. Visited by 

205,784 people in 2008, the Garden’s admissions 

increased 15.9% over 2007. We also continued to 

expand our community outreach by hosting close 

to 9,000 visitors during our three Free Admission 

Days (sponsored by PGE Foundation), creating 

standards-based lesson plans and training 80 

teachers to use those plans in the classroom, 

and offering special lectures by Shiro Nakane 

(Japanese Garden landscape architect), Kengo 

Kuma (contemporary architect), Jiro Yonezawa 

(basketry and sculpture artist), Michihiro Kosuge 

(contemporary sculptor), and others. 

In this report we have noted some of the year’s 

highlights. Thank you to all our members, donors, 

and visitors for their continued support of the 

Garden, and for helping make 2008 one of our 

most successful years ever.

Sincerely,

Stephen D. Bloom
Executive Director
Carolyn A. Berry Executive Director Chair
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Left to right, from the top

This page: Autumn on the Moon Bridge; Iris in the Summer; Tea ceremony demonstration; Hina Matsuri, the Doll Festival; 

O-bon Festival.

Opposite page: Hana Matsuri; Art in the Garden: Glass Exhibition; Sapporo Lantern in snow; Calligraphy at O-Shogatsu; 

Cherry blossom in the Flat Garden.

Here are some of the year’s highlights:

45th Anniversary Celebrations—Two major events were held to honor the Garden’s 

45th anniversary. The first was a lovely summer-evening gala where guests were 

served hors d’oeuvres and cocktails while strolling through the Garden grounds before 

enjoying a sit-down dinner on the East Veranda overlooking the City. The highlight of 

the evening was a performance by world-famous violinist Kyoko Takezawa. The event 

was chaired by Gwyneth Gamble Booth, Margaret Hinshaw, and Kristen Azumano 

Dozono and netted over $47,000 for the Garden and its endowment. Our second event 

was held on another warm summer night where Garden members gathered for cake 

and a champagne toast, then strolled the grounds to view historical photos of the 

Garden in “then and now” settings.

Art in the Garden—In 2008, the Garden launched an exciting new series of seasonal art 

exhibitions. Entitled Art in the Garden, the series featured four exquisite exhibitions: 

metal and art sculpture, pottery from Hokkaido Japan, glass art, and bamboo sculpture. 

Conceptual Master Site Plan—With an eye on the future needs of the Garden, a 

master site plan was conceived and researched; a site plan committee was formed; the 

firm Portico was engaged to create initial drawings; open forums were held for input 

from the neighborhood association and surrounding community, the members, Garden 

guides, volunteers, and the Board of Directors and staff; and a conceptual master site 

plan was completed. The Garden will be working to refine its plans in 2009.

Purchase of Adjacent House—During the course of the year, a house set on property 

adjacent to the Garden became available for purchase and was successfully 

acquired by the Garden’s Foundation. This house will offer much needed office 

space for members of the Garden’s staff and will relocate some of the organization’s 

administrative functions outside of the Garden’s walls, decreasing daily staff traffic in 

the Garden.

Hiring of a Garden Curator—An integral part of the Garden’s Strategic Plan was the 

hiring of a Garden Curator to oversee the Garden staff and to maintain the artistic 

vision for the physical Garden. Through a generous three-year grant from Meyer 

Memorial Trust, the Garden was fortunate to hire world-renowned Japanese garden 

landscape designer Sadafumi Uchiyama for this position.

Physical Garden Updates and Preservation—During 2008, the Garden’s two Admission 

Gates were completely refurbished, remodeled, and updated to offer a beautiful 

aesthetic, while improving the ability of the staff to serve our guests. The Garden also 

initated projects to improve its shuttle stop and Zig Zag Bridge.

Recognizing Major Gifts—The Garden received a three-year grant totaling $235,000 

from the Meyer Memorial Trust to support the Garden’s capacity-building initiative. 

This important grant provides much-needed funding for the Garden Curator position 

and training initiatives for the Garden’s Board and staff. The Garden also received a 

two-year grant totaling $60,000 from the James F. and Marion L. Miller Foundation 

and a $25,000 grant from the Phillip Murthe Fund and the William G. Gilmore Fund of 

The Oregon Community Foundation to support its capacity-building initiative.
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		  2008	 2007

Assets:

	 Cash and cash equivalents	 $286,143	 295,969

	 Accounts receivable	 3,449	 6,513

	 Contributions receivable	 170,086	 165,170

	 Inventories	 165,018	 101,039

	 Prepaid expenses	 30,991	 34,931

	 Investments	 1,005,703	 1,904,913

	 Garden, buildings, and equipment	 2,773,053	 1,865,130

Total assets	 4,434,443	 4,373,665

Liabilities:

	 Accounts payable and accrued expenses	 86,654	 92,043

	 Funds held on behalf of others	 10,000	 –

	 Mortgage Payable	 541,507	 –

Total liabilities	 638,161	 92,043

Net assets:

	 Available for programs and general operations	 (131,593)	 472,899

	 Designated by Board	 527,359	 851,179

	 Net investment in capital assets	 2,231,546	 1,865,130

	 Temporarily restricted	 277,619	 208,613

	 Permanently restricted	 891,351	 883,801

Total net assets	 3,796,282	 4,281,622

Total liabilities and net assets	 $4,434,443	 4,373,665

Program Services 
78% 
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Consolidated Statement of Financial Position
December 31, 2008 

(with comparative amounts for 2007)



		  2008	 2007

Revenues and gains:

	 Gate receipts	 $1,155,371 	 1,069,317

	 Gift Store sales	 227,661	 207,332

	 Investment earnings	 80,873	 83,998

	 Other earned revenues	 1,977	 13,351

Total revenues and gains	 1,465,882	 1,373,998

Public support:

	 Society dues	 297,979	 260,777

	 Contributions, bequests, and stone program	 603,444	 596,049

	 Special events (net of direct costs)	 19,569	 2,979

	 In-kind contributions	 11,854	 48,165

Total public support	 932,846	 907,970

Total revenues, gains, and other support	 $2,398,728	 2,281,968

Expenses:

	 Salaries and wages	 $1,277,918	 1,107,836

	 Payroll taxes and benefits	 285,792	 248,453

	 Depreciation	 116,156	 109,887

	 Promotion and advertising	 150,095	 229,916

	 Contract labor & professional services	 90,202	 111,250

	 Maintenance	 46,342	 34,749

	 Insurance	 32,133	 23,606

	 Membership	 69,587	 46,467

	 Office expense (supplies, postage, rent, utilities, security)	 115,321	 103,107

	 Fees and licenses	 22,132	 11,015

	 Travel	 20,274	 70,178

	 Interest	 15,191	 202

	 Development expenses	 38,911	 42,864

	 Culture, arts, and entertainment	 11,040	 8,031

	 Other	 46,265	 43,384

Total expenses	 2,337,359	 2,190,945

Increase (decrease) in net assets before non-operating activity	 61,369	 91,023

Non-operating activity:

	 Total investment return (loss)	 (546,709)	 114,953

Increase (decrease) in net assets	 (485,340)	 205,976

Net assets at beginning of year	 4,281,622	 4,075,646

Net assets at end of year	 $3,796,282	 4,281,622
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Consolidated Statement of Activities
December 31, 2008 

(with comparative amounts for 2007)

This financial data is excerpted from our audited financial statements. The Society can provide complete financial statements upon request.



The Golden Crane Society

Individuals

$50,000+
Lynne Hoffman

$25,000-$49,999
Jean & Ray Auel
Carolyn A. Berry

$10,000-$24,999
Worth & Barbara Caldwell
Melissa & Kelly Saito

$5,000-$9,999
John Gray Charitable Fund of The Oregon 
Community Foundation

Margueritte Hirschbuhl Drake Fund  
of The Oregon Community Foundation

Robert W. Franz
Wayne Quimby & Michael Roberts
Staff of the Portland Japanese Garden
Mildred & Morris Schnitzer Charitable Fund 
of The Oregon Community Foundation

$2,500-$4,999
Dean & Susan Alterman
Anonymous
Stephen Bloom & Michael Blankenship
Gwyneth Gamble Booth & Brian Booth
Sandra & Jeffrey Grubb
John Hall & Margaret Chula
John & Linda Hisatomi
Samuel T. Naito
Franklin & Dorothy Piacentini  
Charitable Trust

Cap & Saeko Saheki

$1,500-$2,499
Anonymous (3)
Thomas P. Anderson & Jack B. Blumberg
Bruce & Cindy Brenn
Patty & Bob Collins
Mary Clark
Sharon & Francois Elmaleh
Ericksen Foundation
Mary Fellows & John Russell
Bill Findlay
Jerry & Barbara Giesy
Margaret & Roger Hinshaw
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Hudson
Judy & Hank Hummelt
William L. & Sallie A. Jager
Kay Kitagawa & Andy Johnson-Laird
Kristayani & Jerry Jones Fund of The 
Oregon Community Foundation

Jane R. Kendall Family Fund of  
The Oregon Community Foundation

Peter J. Kendall
Yoshio & Nikki Kurosaki & The Kurosaki 
Family Fund of The Oregon Jewish 
Community Foundation

Marilyn McIver
Verne Naito
Masaru & Kazuko Ogura
John & Jan Pihas
Dee & Tom Ross
Carol and Bob Schwartz
Steve Smith & Dennis Johnson
John & Susan Turner
Louise Yale & Victor Fernando Lopes

Corporations/Foundations

$50,000+
Meyer Memorial Trust

$25,000-$49,999
City of Portland
James F. & Marion L. Miller Foundation

$10,000-24,999
Bank of America Charitable Foundation
DHX Advertising
Gerding/Edlen Development Company, LLC
Mediamerica, Inc.
PGE Foundation

$5,000-$9,999
Azumano Travel
GeoDesign Inc.
Walter Clay Hill and Family Foundation
Jurrens Family Foundation
Phillip Murthe Fund of The Oregon 
Community Foundation

Printing Today
Pro Photo Supply/Canon
The Swigert Foundation
Wessinger Foundation
William G. Gilmore Fund of The Oregon 
Community Foundation

45th Anniversary Gala 
Sponsors

Gosho, The Imperial Palace Sponsor
Jack and Lynne Hoffman

Kinkaku-Ji, The Golden Pavilion 
Sponsors
Barbara and Worth Caldwell
Margueritte H. Drake
Gerding/Edlen Development LLC
Maybelle Clark Macdonald
Wayne Quimby and Michael Roberts

Ginkaku-Ji, The Silver Pavilion 
Sponsors
Azumano Travel
Ray and Jean Auel
Bank of America/US Trust
George and Candy Cassarno
David Evans
Samuel T. Naito
PGE
Dr. Franklin and Mrs. Dorothy Piacentini
Pat and Trudy Ritz
The Standard
The Robert C. and Nani S. Warren 
Foundation

West Coast Bank

Special Thanks To
Jacqueline Andrews
Julieann and Alan Barker
Phyllis Rose Danielson
Devil’s Food Catering
Junko Endo
Jim Grandy, The Bamboo Man
Charlotte Gray
HFT International, Inc.
Bob Hyslop
Ikebana International
Sarah Jarvinen
Amy Livingstone
Robbie Robinson

Sake One
Harold and Arlene Schnitzer Care 
Foundation

April Severson Events
Peter W. Stott Foundation
Charles J. and Caroline Swindells Charitable 
Fund of The Oregon Community 
Foundation

Portland Taiko
Kyoko Takezawa
Toshimi Tanaka
Cammie Toloui Photography
Trunzo Family Charitable Fund
Jacqueline von Ofenheim
VX Vercingetorix Pinot Wines
Ruby and Dan Warren
Betty Wolf

Standard Corporate and 
Foundation Donors
Albina Community Bank
Buchholz and Buchholz Nursery
Bullseye Glass Co.
Cedar Mills Garden Club
Columbia Sportswear
Country Gardens Garden Club
Eastfork Nursery
Eastmoreland Garden Club, Unit 1
ExxonMobil Foundation
Garden Writers Association Inc.
Geffen Mesher and Co., P.C.
Iseli Nursery, Inc.
The Jackson Foundation
Kashintei Kai
KPFF Consulting Engineers
Marineopolis USA, Inc.
Northwest Tree Specialists
Oswego Garden Club
Oregon Decorative Rock
PDX Magazine
The Portico Group
Portland Garden Club
R. B. Pamplin Corporation
Reliant Electric
Skagit Gardens
Tanasacres Nursery
The Autzen Foundation
The Jean Vollum Fund
The Laura Russo Gallery, Inc.
The Standard
Tommy Luke Flowers
Tomodachi Committee
Urasenke Portland Dokokai
West Coast Bank

Annual Fund and 
Additional Gifts
William E. Abel
Eunice Abrahamsen
Mrs. Carole Alexander
Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd W. Allen
Al’s Garden Center
Ms. Charlotte Alterman
Anonymous
Ms. Susanne Ansley
Anita Archer and Dawn Martin
Richard Arends
Arts of Earth
Delores and Victor Atiyeh
Jean Atkins

Mr. and Mrs. Hawkin Au
G. William Avery
Anne and Graham Barbey
Alan Baucom
Robert H. Belcher
Barbara Bell
Mr. and Mrs. James Berchtold
Nathan A. Bergey
Daniel Berman
Mary Bishop
Mr. and Mrs. William H. Bishop
Susan and Lawrence Black
Henry and Gerel Blauer
Jim Bluhm
Clarence Bobbe
Mr. Ernest Bonyhadi and Ms. Shirly 
Gittelsohn

Mr. and Mrs. Paul E. Bragdon
Abigail Braithwaite and David Morgan
Dr. Michael Brent and Ms. Mary Healy
Mr. and Mrs. David Brinkman
Darin Briskman and Vickie Gray
Dickson and Dee Brown
Karen and Nat Brown
Nancy Brown
Jane T. Bryson
Shirley P. Burns
Jerry Button
Ms. Joyce Atlee Campbell
Carol Carr
Mr. and Mrs. M. Craig Carver
Allison Casler
Ms. Mora Chartrand and Ms. Linda Grant
Mark A. Clift
Arlene Coleman
Richard H. Cooke
Andrea Cooper
Cynthia and Gary Crose
LaVerl Daily
Peggy and Andrew Dall
Winnifred and Arthur Danner
Mary Ann Davis
Dr. and Mrs. Ted Depew
Barbara Dills
Colin and Joan Diver
Kathryn A. Dodge
Eiko S. Donavan
Margaret A. Doolen
Jim Dorman
Alysia Duckler and David Lokting
Marjorie Dykeman
Loen and Sho Dozono
William and Elizabeth Edgett
Harumi Erickson
Linda M. Farris
Jeffrey Feiffer
Bob Fellman
Joseph Ferguson
Nancy M. Fishman
Rebecca Fleischman
Kathleen Flynn
Robert D. Forster
Linnea Fox
Shirley A. Fox
Richard and Sylvia Frantz
Nancy Freeman
Ms. Yoko Fukuta
Karen L. Fullerton
Fran Fulwiler and Marshall Page
Gemma Furno

If your name is not listed or is misspelled, please accept our apologies and call the development department at (503) 525-5995 so we may correct our records. 
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Thank You
Thanks to all of the contributors who helped make 2008 a success. Listed below are individual $100+ donors, corporate donors, and foundations 

that made a gift between January 1 and December 31, 2008. Please see our web site at www.japanesegarden.com for a complete donor list.



Ms. Joan Gamble
Pryor and Kathryn Oliver-Garnett
Fred Gast
Steve Gast
Mary Gearn
Abigail Giedd and Thomas Carr
Rusty and Bill Gilmore
Ms. Shirly Gittelsohn
Maurice S. Goldberg
Bonnie Bean Graham
Michael A. Griggs
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Halvorsen
Tom and Susan Hamman
David Hammer
Dr. Thomas and Mary Kay Hansen
Robert S. Hansen
Richard and Sheila Harris
Jacquie Hashizume
Kim Hayashi
Daniel and Bobby Heagerty
Mr. Donald J. Hearing
Kazuko Wako Henjyoji
Kenneth Herrick
Mihoko Hobo
John Howarth
Bill Hughes and Nancy Richmond
Gerald and Beth Hulsman
Harold M. Hurwitz
Maxine Hutchin
William and Colin Ingram
James Irvine
Shoun and Grace Ishikawa
Sheila and Jack Jakobsen
Jeri Janowsky
Donald Jenkins
Winsor and Dee Dee Jenkins
Cynthia and Craig Johnson
Lynne Johnson
Matthew Jones
Susan Julian
Leatrice Kaplan
Louisa Kaplan
Kashintei Kai Portland
Richard Kathrens
Peter Kendall
Donna and Louis Kennedy
Andrew P. Kerr
Jill Powers Kirk and Daniel Nottage
Maymelle Wong Kline
John and Claire Kodachi
Susan and Richard Koe
Sevin Koont
Michiko Kornhauser
Stephen and Julia Ku
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Kuhl
Masako Kvocka
Joseph and Mary Labadie
Ed Labinowicz
Nancy Lamb
Jerome S. Larson
Barbara A. Lee
Georgia M. Lee
Donald and Kaino Leethem
Nona K. Leiner
Joyce L. Lew
John B. Lewis
Steven Lien
Jacqueline Lifton
Roger and Katherine Lintault
Mr. Neil Falk and Ms. Janet MacDonell

Eugene and Helen Mandell
Dr. Linda H. Mantel
Leigh Marble
Gloria E. Mathies
Diane Mattox
Mary S. Mayer
Thomas C. McCormack
Ms. Isabel McDonald
Ms. Mary McGlone
Ms. Jill McLean
William McLean
Paul F. McMahon
Sheila and Paul McMahon
Barbara McMaken
Catherine Mesirow
Norman Mittleider
Masa Mizuno
June Moriyasu
Mrs. June Moriyasu
Dorothy Davis Moshofsky
Helle Nathan
Hester H. Nau
Bet Neary
Alexandra N. Ness
Beatrice R. Neuburg
Mae Ninomiya
Robert R. Nishino
Phil Nock
Eugene Norcross-Renner
Susan R. Nunley
Junko Ochi
Elizabeth Olsen
Andrea Onstine
Peter and Terry Osborne
Harold and Ruth E. Pasley
Perry and Bradley Pearce
Dorinne Pedersen and Kurt Kimsey
Lincoln Phillippi
Steve Pool
Elizabeth Price
Marjorie Ratliff
Mary Beth Rauen
Phyllis Redman
Mary Reece
Brooke Reilly
Gary W. Reynolds
Elaine Rhodes
Mary and Peter Roberts
Fern Rollin
Richard and Mary Rosenberg
Mr. Marvin R. Rasmussen and  
Ms. Susanne Ansley

Dean Runyan and Liz Evans
Nancy and Mark Saindon
Maxine and Jerome Schiffman
Dianna Schmid and Dr. Kel Snyder
Mark Schmidt
Ms. Joan Schwager
Jack Schwartz
Mr. Larry L. Secor
Ron Shay
Alan Shusterman
Ted and Arlette Sieckman
Ari Sills
Bernie and Wanda Silverman
Forrest Simmons
Skagit Gardens Inc.
Mr. Stephen Slusarski
Jane A. Smith
William and Patricia Smith

Mr. and Mrs. James Snow
Molly H. Sono
Tamara Sorelli
Molly and George Spencer
Richard and Kimiko Steiner
Wallace E. Stevenson
Michael Storwick
Ellen Summerfield
Nicola A. Sysyn and Jerome T. Joyce Jr.
Marie and Russel Taber
Kiyo Tachibana
Mr. and Mrs. Russell Teasdale
Rena Tonkin and Cheryl Tonkin
Transacres Nursery
Florence G. Tripp
Hideo and Shoko Uno
Jane Upton
Stephen J. Urion
Mary Vangel
Peter Vennewitz
Niels and Elke Waehneldt

Martha Waldemar
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Waller
Richard and Linda Ward
Suwako and Osamu Watanabe
Wedge Investment
Mrs. William Wheeler
Mardelle E. Widman
Kuniko Wilczek
Jane H. Wilkins
Mr. and Mrs. Martin Winch
Alan Winders and Michael Mase
Stephen Wishny
Paul E. Workinger
Shizuko Yamaji
Allan Zee
Jason E. Zidell
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Department Heads

Executive Director.........................................................................Steve Bloom

Carolyn A. Berry Executive Director Chair

Director of Operations................................................................. Cheryl Ching

Executive Assistant...................................................................Maureen Porter

Curator of Culture, Art, & Education....................................... Diane Durston

Director of Finance...................................................................... Diane Brauer

Director of Development..............................................................Nicola Sysyn

Director of Marketing & Communications........................................ Kerry Cobb

Retail Manager/Buyer.................................................................Paula Wheeler

Garden Curator........................................................ Sadafumi Uchiyama

Head Gardener.......................................................................... Michael Kondo

Director of Grounds Maintenance........................................ Virginia Harmon

Board of Directors – 2008

President.............................................................................................John Hall

President-elect..............................................................................Ed McVicker

Vice Presidents ........................................................................Dean Alterman

	 Kelly Saito

Secretary........................................................................................... John Pihas

Treasurer........................................................................................ Verne Naito

Immediate Past President....................................................................Dee Ross

Members 

Honorary Members..................................... Consul General Akio Egawa

	 Deputy Consul Junko Ochi

	 Dixie McKeel

Ray Auel

Gwyneth Gamble Booth

Bruce Brenn

Sandra Catlett

Lynn Connor

Kristen Azumano Dozono

David Evans 

Andrew Haruyama

Margaret Hinshaw

John Hisatomi

Jerry Hudson

Bill Hughes

Mari Mukai

Masaru Ogura

Wayne Quimby

Ted Sieckman

Suwako Watanabe
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Our Mission
The purpose of the Japanese Garden Society of Oregon is to create, 

maintain, improve, and administer an authentic, world-class Japanese 

garden in the city of Portland and to offer compatible educational, 

cultural, artistic, horticultural, environmental, and charitable activities.

Our Core Values
We believe in and strive for:

Inspiration, serenity, tranquility, and the aestheticism of nature.

Excellence in the management and maintenance of the Garden.

Japanese culture, tradition, and aesthetics. 

Cultural authenticity directed to the needs of diverse local,  

national, and international communities.

Environmental awareness and conservation, and the pursuit  

of environmental sustainability in the operation of the Garden.

Mutual respect and harmony within the board, staff,  

membership, and with surrounding communities.
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